SPARTAN LIFE AND SOCIETY.

INTRODUCTION

Life in Ancient Sparta was different from other city-states, as it developed an
elaborate military education program aimed at producing well trained soldiers.
The program was based on physical fitness and obedience, which was necessary
in order to keep the large Helot population under control. Intensive military
education was compulsory for all male citizens know as Spartiates.

SPARTAN EDUCATION

Spartan education was different from that of other Greeks, and certainly from
our own. Children were taught basic numbers and reading so they could read
simple messages and count. The Spartans were not interested in intellectual or
academic activities, and subjects like science, history and geography were
disregarded.

The main aim of Spartan “educators” was to bring up the next generation in a
way that they would be obedient to the state and would have the courage NDQ
strength required in war.

CHILDHOOD

When a Spartan baby boy was born he was taken by his parents to a group of
elders. If the child appeared to be normal and healthy he was given back to his
parents to bring him up. If the child appeared weak or handicapped he was left
at the foot of Mount Taygetus to die

“How was it in the power of the father to dispose of the child as he saw
fit. He was obliged to carry it before certain triers at a place called Lesche:
these were some of the elders of the tribe to which the child belonged. There
basiness was carefully to view the child, and, if they found it stont and
well made, they gave the orders for its rearing, and allotied it one of the
nine thousand shares of land ....but if they found it puny and ill —shaped,
ordered it to be taken to what was called the Apothatae a sort of chasm
under Taygetus

Plutarch Lycurgas 16
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Spartan youths were also were also beaten before the Altar of Artemis Orthia
as 1s evident in the following extract “for I myself have seen several of the
Jouths endure whipping to death at the foot of the Altar...” Or involved in
fights as part of their military training.

The following extract the modern historian H. Michell describes the annual
fights between the boys.

“The annnal fights of the youths... were certainly strennous enongh to
‘satisfy anyone- nothing was barred... The fight between two bands of young
men proceeded the night before by a drawing of lots to decide which should
represent the band of Lycargus and which that of Heracles. This ceremony
took place at the Phoibian and after it was done a puppy was sacrificed to
Ares. Then a boar fight took place between two animals representing the
opposite sides, the ontcome of which pressured the decision on the morrow.

Next day the two bands marched onto the place of combat, an island in the
river, approached by two brigdes..... Thereupon they fell on each other with
stoushing ferocity using their hands and Ricking with their feet, biting and
gouging out the Q& a\ the opponents in an attempt to m&% the opposing

sides into the river.”
H.Michell «Q&R@R&hm‘. 1964) pp.190-91.
Thae

The final stages of Spartan education began at the age of nineteen. .ervow was
now an erien and could help with the education of younger boys. He could
also fight in the backline of the phalanx.

%GFHEOOU

At the age of twenty~four the Spartan became a fully trained soldier and could
fight 1n the front line. By the age of thirty he became a full citizen and was
given membership to the Apella. He could now leave the batracks, grow their
hair and enjoy private life. A Spartan citizen could be called up for military
service up until the age of sixty.

WOMEN.

Spartan girls were not brought up to perform domestic duties, as this was done
by the Helots (slaves). Instead the gitls were included in physical training and

(O]
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The city

The city of Athens was very different from -

Sparta. In Athens, trade and ships were very
important, and there were many workshops
and markets. Great temples and large public
- buildings were built to show the wealth of
~ the city. Poets, teachers and writers were all
highly respected in Athens.

Attica. The farming land around it was not

. wheat, and a lot of olives and wine. But there
 were marble quarries, and lead and silver
mines. There was good red clay for pottery,
and there were fine harbours. Athenian
trading ships = sailed all over the
Mediterranean.

 GBevernment

, The system of government and lawmaking in
M\\Nﬁwmﬂm was known as democracy. This meant
\ that all the male citizens shared in choosing
| their leaders, and played 'some part in
m making laws and taking decisions. There was
Mno King or Queen in Athens, but there was a
| Wﬂoﬂbnm of 500 men, and a large Assembly.
| This. was a meeting open to free male
F citizens.

S e e e e . .

\ Wealt
|Athens was a very rich city. Many of its
citizens were shopkeepers or traders, but
' only about 1% (2,000 people) were very rich.
' These men had made a lot of money from
' selling or making goods like wine, pottery
- and jewellery. They now owned great
~estates. When the city of Athens needed
- money for war, the rich citizens had to pay
special taxes. Normally, the citizens paid no
taxes atall.

. The city’s money came from 3 main sources:

,_ ‘A Ships that visited the port of Piraeus and
~unloaded cargoes had to pay a tax to the city.

B All non-citizens who lived in Athens had
i topay taxes.

'C_The owners of silver mines and other
.industries had to pay rent to the city.

Athens was the largest city in the state of .

very rich, although it did produce some

- Athens

;m Agora

People who lived in the city would be able to get all
their supplies in the market or agora. Farmers would
come in each market day from the surrounding
countryside to sell their produce. Craftsmen would
also have shops or stalls at the market.

The importance of the market can be seen at

Athens. The agora was the focus of the whole city.

The important city and religious buildings were all
built around the agora.

While they were shopping the Athenians could
meet their friends and do all manner of business.
,H,.ro% loved to talk and had time to talk. They
discussed ideas, made plans, carried them out and
chewed over the results of all they had tried to do.

Women

Women could not become rich or powerful
in Athens. A woman could not go to the
Assembly, serve in the law courts, or take
partin business. Women were given away in.
marriage by their fathers, and their husbands
gained a large amount of money (a dowry) on
marrying. This money had to be returned to
the bride’s family if the marriage broke up, so
most husbands looked after their wives.
Women could not go out on their own. They
had to stay at home and see to the household
and the slaves. Nearly all wives baked bread,
spun cloth and made clothes at home, with
the help of slaves. An Athenian citizen,
Apollodorus, declared, ‘We have wives to
give us children and look after our houses.’

Visiting Athens in 320BC.

Dicaerchus visited Athens about a hundred years

after the death of Pericles. Here is part of his

description of his visit.
“The road is pleasant, through farmlands which
are friendly 1o look at. But the city is a dry place
with poor water supply. The street plan'is bad.
Many of the houses are of poor quality. Only a few
are of a good size. A stranger who suddenly saw
the place for the first time would hardly believe
this was the famous city of Athens. But he would
soon find out it was.

“The Odeion is the most beautiful theatre in the
world. The temple of Athena, called the
Purthenon, stands above the theatre. Anyone who
sees it cannot fail 1o be quite amazed by it.

‘There are three gymnasia; the Academy, the
[.yceum and the Cynosarges. All three are in
grounds covered in grass and trees. There are
beautiful gardens in which philosophers can
wander to rest the soul. There are many ways of
spending time. There Is always something new to
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Athenian government

The Assembly
Composed of all male citizens over the

age of 8.

officials.

* Responsible for making laws.
Elected all the government and state

From the Assembly were elected the
Council of 500 and the generals

/

\

Council of 500
Were male, over 30
years of age.

Held power for one
year.
Advised the Assembly.

The generals
Were male with
experience in the army
or navy.

Held power for one
year.

Led the armed forces.
Controlled foreign
policy.

X
Prytani

An inner council of 50.
Responsible for day-to-
day running of the
state.

Changed ten times a
year so everyone on
Council had turn.

Spartan goveinment

Two kings
+ One a military leader who led the people
into battle.
+ The other a political leader who ran the

government.

bl

Council of Eiders
Made up of two kings
and 28 citizens over the
age of 60. The Spartans
believed that wisdom
came with age and it
was this group’s
responsibility to act as
advisors.

Also sat as judges in the
courts.

Prepared the matters
that the Assembly of
Citizens had to discuss
and vote on.

»

Ephors
Had the real power.
Five men were elected
each year by the
citizens.
Responsible for
administering the laws
and running day-to-day
life.

r

Assembly of Citizens
Met each month away
from the city.

All Spartan citizens
could attend the
Assembly but couldn’t
speak or give their
opinions.

Listened to the kings -
and ephors discuss an
issue then voted by
shouting. The side that
shouted the joudest
won the vote.

Krypteia
Spartan secret police.
“There to ensure that
there was no opposition
to the decisions made
by the government and
that the helots were
under control.
Killed any helots that
they thought might start
a rebellion. They didn’t
have to do anything; it
was sufficient that the
secret police thought
they might.

2. Out with Themistocles (5C B.C, )







